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Angela Pippos
Sports Journalist and Radio
Personality

Angela grew up in Adelaide
and attended the University of
Adelaide where she completed
an Honours degree in Politics.
Her plans were to head to
Canberra to become a political
journalist but somehow ended
up covering sport in Melbourne
instead, turning out to be a
very good decision.

Angela was with the ABC for
14 years presenting the sports
segment on the 7pm news
bulletin. Angela then moved to
breakfast radio with Sport 927
in 2007 and is still getting used
to the 4am alarm.

Her greatest achievement is
her first book — The Goddess
Advantage, One Year in the
Life of a Football Worshipper.
The book was shortlisted for
the Colin Roderick Award for
Australian Literature and is
now in the hands of a film
producer.

The Honourable James
Merlino MP

Minister Sport, Recreation and
Youth Affairs

Minister Merlino was elected
MLA for Monbulk in 2002 and
re-elected in 2006. He has
been Minister for Sport,
Recreation & Youth Affairs
since December 2006 and the
Minister Assisting the Premier
on Multicultural Affairs since
August 2007.

Minister Merlino was a
member of the Public Accounts
and Estimate Committee
between 2003 -2006, and was
the Chair of Consumer Credit
Review 2005/2006.

Minister Merlino’s interests are
spending time with wife Megan
and daughters Sophie and
Emma. He also enjoys
reading, arts, his two dogs and
the Hawthorn Football Club.
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Anne Marie Harrison
Chief Executive Officer
Victorian Institute of Sport

Anne Marie Harrison was
appointed CEO of the VIS in
August 2006 following seven
years living and working in
Scotland.

Anne Marie came to the
position from the role as the
inaugural Executive Director of
the Scottish Institute of Sport
and prior to that she completed
six years as the CEO of
vicsport.

Anne Marie has worked in the
sports industry for 29 years
covering the spectrum of
National & State Sporting
Organisations (10 years in the
sport of gymnastics), the
Olympic movement and Peak
Agencies. She has a good
understanding of the
requirements of the industry
from a sporting organisation
perspective, elite coaches and
athletes, together with the
demands from government,
the media and sporting
community in general.

Mark McAllion
Chief Executive Officer
vicsport

With 18 years of sports
administration experience,
Mark joined vicsport as CEO
in January 2009. Mark’s
background is predominately in
Game Development and
community sport areas having
worked with Cricket Victoria,
Cricket Australia and Tennis
Australia. Most recently Mark
was Softball Australia’s CEO.

Maijor highlights of Mark’s
career include the
management of Softball
Australia’s constitutional
reform, initiatives which
notably increased cricket
participation, the introduction
of National Insurance Program,
the establishment of Cricket
Victoria’s Game Development
Department and Victorian
Cricket Pathway.

Married with two children, Mark
is actively involved with his
kids’ sport, coaching and
volunteering at the junior level.
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Lois Appleby

Former CEO Tourism Victoria
and Sydney 2000 Paralympic
Games

Lois Appleby has enjoyed a
highly successful and exciting
career in sports and events.

Lois’ earlier positions included
CEO for the 1994 World
Masters Games, Project
Manager for the World Cup
Athletics, General Manager of
Regional Services and Events
in the Department of Sport and
Recreation Tasmania, CEO at
Tourism Victoria and CEO of
Sydney 2000 Paralympic
Games, hailed as the 'best
ever Paralympic Games'.

Lois’ dedication and success
has been recognised with a
number of accolades, including
the Sport Industry Australia
Executive of the Year and Paul
Harris Fellow from Brisbane
Rotary Club.

Lois is now retired but
maintains an interest in events
and tourism and sits on a
number of boards including
Basketball Victoria.

Sharelle McMahon
Melbourne Vixens Co-Captain
& Australian Netball Diamonds
Captain

The most influential netballer
of the last decade, Sharelle is
a genuine Superstar. In her 11
years at Melbourne Phoenix
she won a record four national
MVP awards, seven
Melbourne Phoenix MVP's and
finished 2007 as the
competition’s all-time goal
scorer.

A two time Commonwealth
Games and World
Championship gold medallist
and 2009 ANZ Championship
Premiers as well as the Vixens
MVP, Sharelle is at the peak of
her powers captaining the
Australian Netball Diamonds
Team.

Sharelle enjoys the challenge
of pushing herself to see what

she can achieve and thrives off

the competition! Her advice to
young athletes is to work hard,
but more importantly, have fun!

Allison Tranquilli
Former Australian Basketballer

Allison has been involved in
Australian Basketball at the
elite level in excess of 15
years. She started her career
as a junior in Ballarat and then
took up a scholarship at the
AlS.

Next she played in the
Women’s National Basketball
League for 10 years while also
being a member of the
Australian National Team (the
Opals), competing at the 1996
and 2004 Olympics Games,
winning a Bronze and Silver
medal.

She also competed at three
World Championships and
spent four years competing at
the highest level in Europe.

Over the past 5 years she has
developed her own Sports
Management company and
represents some of Australia’s
best female athletes.
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Melanie Jones
Former Australian Cricketer

Mel Jones has represented
Australia in all forms of
international cricket, and has
amassed such career
highlights as a member of
winning World Cup team
(India, 1997), member of
Australian Women’s Cricket
Team (Ashes, 1998), member
of winning World Cup Australia
Team (2005) and World
Record Test Debut Batting
Record (131 - 1997).

Mel has coached at an
international level, project
coordinated in South Africa
and commentated for Sky
Sports UK, ESPN Star Sport
and Channel 9 in Australia.

She is currently School
Programs Coordinator for
Cricket Victoria and coaches
the women’s club side
Essendon Maribyrnong Park.

Mel recently announced her
retirement from domestic
cricket after 142 matches and
third on the all-time-scorer list
with 3338 at 30.3.

David McAllister
The Australian Ballet

David McAllister joined The
Australian Ballet in 1983 and
was promoted to Principal
Artist in 1989. During his
career, David performed a
wide variety of Principal roles
from the major classical
repertoire as well as many
contemporary works.

In 1985 David won a Bronze
Medal at the Fifth International
Ballet Competition in Moscow.

David has danced as a Guest
Artist with the Bolshoi Ballet,
Kirov Ballet, National Ballet of
Canada and the Birmingham
Royal Ballet and danced for
the final time in Giselle in
March 2001 at the Sydney
Opera House.

David was appointed Artistic
Director of The Australian
Ballet in July 2001 and was
awarded a Member of the
Order of Australia in the 2004
Australia Day Honours List and
was elected Vice President of
the Royal Academy of Dance
in 2005.
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